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Let's face it, every now and then it is healthy to put in the hard
work and shed a few pounds. The real estate market of 2021
and 2022 reminded me of being at family Thanksgiving talking
about how much weight we have gained while going back for
round three of turkey and dressing. We all know we needed to
lose some weight and post the holidays it is time to get to work!
The good news is that the real estate market has plenty of
weight to lose. While there has been a 10-15% drop in property
value, inflation for the time being is under control, interest rates
are sitting between 6 to 6.5%, and STRs in the Smokies are still
producing good returns. 
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Market Highlights:
OCCUPANCY RATE NIGHTLY RATE MONTHLY REVENUE

73% �303 �5,737
YEAR-OVER-YEAR

-8% -1% -4%

82%
of SOLD Cabins

were 1-3 Bedrooms

10%
the amount homes 

are selling below
original list price

200
fewer homes are on 
the market than the

previous quarter

KEY FACTS



82%! 82% of all STRs recently SOLD in the Smoky Mountains were between 1 and 3
bedrooms. This is the theme of this quarter's report. As the market began to correct,
fewer people could afford large loans and more of the buyer pool was pushed to limit their
searches below $1,000,000. Our expectation in 2023 is right in line with this information.
We will soon see more 4 bedroom properties priced around $1,000,000 as that is simply
what it is going to take for many of them to sell in the current market. One note, it is
increasingly difficult to find a 5+ bedroom STR in the Smokies and the rarity of a property
that size should help to hold their value above $1 million.
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For those considering selling, there is some valuable information in the charts below. 82%
of sales were 1-3 bedrooms and you can see there are two obvious prices ranges going
under contract faster than others: below $600,000 and between $700,000 and $900,000.
If you want to move your property in 2023, then you need to price where the activity is.
The majority of buyers are looking for 1-2 bedroom cabins below $600,000 or 3-4 bedroom
cabins below $900,000. In office, all of our recent 4 bedroom sales have been north of
$1,050,000 but they are trending more towards the $1,000,000 mark at this point.
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There is an important trend here that is a little hidden in the report below. As of January
2023, there are actually 200 fewer STRs for sale than there were in October 2022. This is
important because it is a niche trend that is different from what you will see reported in
other markets. Here is what you need to know. STR inventory in the Smokies currently has
two sides: the inventory of properties priced below $800,000 substantially decreased in
the past two months while inventory of properties priced above $900,000 substantially
increased. If you own a property worth less than $900,000 and are motivated to sell it at
all, then you will sell it. Not with multiple offers but with multiple showings.
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The market has corrected. The question is, how long will it continue to drop? In my
opinion, the current real estate sales and rental markets are in a healthy position. The
aggressive rate changes in 2022 served to bring housing costs under control and with the
current trends surrounding inflation, the FED should have little reason to continue to raise
interest rates. As you see below, at the current interest rates most investors are still able
to achieve their desired returns. While the FED has proven hard to predict, we have good
reason to believe that the current market should settle around its current position. The
risk is simple....you just never know what the FED is going to do.

Smoky Mountain STR Report
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Since the increase in prices during 2021 and 2022, we have fielded a lot of questions
regarding condos as an investment in the Smoky Mountains. Condos have always been a
good entry-level investment in the Smokies, but they also present their own challenges. To
be successful with condos you need to have a decent understanding of the market, the
importance of a strong HOA, and how potential assessments could impact your profit
margins. The number of condos sold in Q4 was well below average and having a limited
number of data points can affect accuracy. Use the below report as a starting point but
every report is different and should require a lot of due diligence.

Smoky Mountain Condo Report 
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